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CALCULATE WESTERN LUMBER SPANS 

ON THE GO WITH NEW iPHONE APP

PORTLAND, Ore. — The world’s most popular smartphone is now lumber smart with the release of a new Lumber DesignEasy Joist/Rafter Spans application for the iPhone and iPad.  

Developed by Western Wood Products Association, the app allows architects, engineers, building code officials and other design professionals to quickly calculate simple joist and rafter spans for Western lumber structural grades. 
Users select the size and loading conditions and generate a table of spans for the structural grades in six different Western species groups. Adjustments can be made for load duration, deflection and incising for pressure treated lumber.
Comparing spans for different Western species can be done with just a few touches. The app remembers the size and loading conditions selected, so users can choose a new species and then immediately create an updated table of spans.
The Western species groups available in the app include Douglas Fir-Larch, Douglas Fir-South, Hem-Fir (White Fir), SPF-South, Western Cedars and White Woods. Lumber products sized from 2x4 to 3x16 can be selected.
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The DesignEasy app is available for downloading on the iTunes App Store for 99 cents. Other Western lumber design software can be downloaded from WWPA’s Online Technical Lumber Guide (www2.wwpa.org) at no charge. Free registration is required to access the site.

Western Wood Products Association represents lumber manufacturers in the 

12 Western states. Based in Portland, WWPA provides product support, business information, quality standards and technical services to mills. 
# # #

Note for Editors: WWPA can provide codes for free downloads of the DesignEasy app for editorial review purposes on request. You must have an iPhone or an iPad to download and run the DesignEasy app. Contact Butch Bernhardt at WWPA by e-mail at bbernhardt@wwpa.org for the code to download the app for free from iTunes.
