[image: image1.jpg]Western Wood
Products Association

522 SW Fifth Avenue Suite 500 Portland Oregon 97204
503-224-3930 fax: 503-224-3934

WWW.WWpa.org




[image: image1.jpg]

Contact: 
Robert (Butch) Bernhardt, Jr.


Director, Information Services


503-306-3488
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WESTERN SAWMILLS EARN AWARDS
FOR SAFETY ACHIEVEMENTS

PORTLAND, Ore. – Eight mills were recognized for having the safest operations in the Western lumber industry with presentation of Western Wood Products Association annual safety awards. The awards were announced at the Association’s annual meeting in Portland on March 8.


Stimson Lumber Company earned two WWPA Chairman’s Awards for the best five-year safety records based on annual employee hours. The company's Forest Grove, Ore., plant won the Chairman’s Award for mills with more than 340,000 employee hours annually while the sawmill in Priest River, Idaho, took top honors for operations with less than 220,000 employee hours annually.


Georgia-Pacific West, Inc., in Philomath, Ore., received the Chairman’s Award for mills with 220,000 to 340,000 hours a year.

Mills receiving awards for best one-year safety performance included Columbia Vista Corp. in Vancouver, Wash., Hampton Lumber Mills in Willamina, Ore., Interfor Pacific in Gilchrist, Ore., The Collins Companies in Chester, Calif. and Stimson Lumber Co. in Plummer, Idaho.


The awards are based on injury statistics reported to WWPA and to state and federal agencies. 


Western Wood Products Association represents lumber manufacturers in the 12 Western states and is the region's largest lumber trade association. Based in Portland, WWPA delivers quality standards, technical, business information and product support services to the industry.
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